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CONSTITUTION. 


R. WHARTON roſe to make his promil- 

ed motion. We, heard, he ſaid, on every 

fide, of the glorious Revolution in 1688, and of. 

the Conſtitution, as ſettled at the glorious Re- 
volution. | 

It was a note which he had always liſtened to 
with pleaſure, and he repeated it himſelf with 
rapture. 

But what was the rational foundation of our 
ſatisfaction at the recollettion of the glorious 
- Revolution? 

It afluredly was not that the poſſeſſion of the 
throne, and the regular hereditary ſucceſſion to 
it, were at that time diſturbed and interrupred. 
It was not that we expelled one king and one 
family, and appointed another king and another 
family in their room. —The neceſſity of ſuch 
changes was at all times to be deplored; and the 
eyents themſelves could only be juſtified by the 
neceſſity. 

The only rational foundation of our approba- 
tion of that Revolutionmuſ be, at that timeſuch _ 
principles were confirmed, and ſuch wiſe and 


wholeſome proviſions made for our conſtitu- 
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tional ſecurity and happineſs, as might prevent 
all future neceſſity for a ſimilar Revolution. 

Whoever approved of that R evolution declar- 
ed at the ſame time, that the conſtitutional pro- 
viſions then obtained were wiſe and wholeſome 
proviſions ; that they were worthy objetts of a na- 
tional ſtruggle; that they not only juſtified reſiſt- 
ance but made it meritorious; and that they were 
cheaply purchaſed at the price of all the blood 
that was fhed upon the occaſion, as well as the 
dethronement of a guilty king and the extirpa- 
tion of his guiltlefs family. But an approbation 
of that Revolution went ſtill farther. It declared 
that if, by any means,— by force or by fraud, by 
violence or by corruption—if theſe wholeſome 
and neceſſary conſtitutional proviſions ſhould by 
any means be taken away or fruſtrated, the ſame 
objects would again juſtify the ſame national 
ſtruggle, and the ſame extremities, unleſs they 
could be recovered and re-obtained by more 
gentle, more peaceful, and therefore more happy 
means. 

He afferted (and faid he riſqued nothing by 
the aſſertion, for no man would be hardy enough 
to deny it, and he pledged himſelf to prove it in 
a Committee of the Houle) that all that was va- 


luable to the people of this country, all the pro- 


viſions which were ſtipulated to ſecure the peace 
and proſperity, the individual liberty, and the 
general property of the people of this land, had 
all been, ſince the Revolution, taken away— 
All ! 
He muſt intreat the attention of the Houſe for 
a few moments, whilſt he very briefly brought 
back to their recollection what this country 
eftabliſhed by the Revolution. —Firſt, To avoid 
all future miſtakes and that the contract —_— 
rince . 
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Prince and People might be clearly underftood, 
the Revolutioniſts began by altering the oaths 
of the contrattingparties. They altered the Co- 
ronation Oath for all future ſovereigns in this 
realm ; and they altered the Oath of Allegiance 
for themſelves and for all future ſubjects. They 
cut up by the roots the damnable dottrine of 
paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance, by emphatically 
ſpecifying and ordaining the following words of 
their former oath, 1ſt W. and Mary, ch. 8. 1 
declare that it is not lawful upon any pretence 
* whatever to take up arms againſt the King,” 
&c. &c. ſhould not from thenceforth be required 
or enjoined, | 

It was not ſo much to relieve the conſcience 
of the ſubjects that theſe words of their former 
oath were ſelected, recited and aboliſhed; for no 
| oath of ſlavery ever did, or ever will, or ever 
ought to bind a nation or an individual. It was 
ſomething worſe than perjury or ſacrilege to 
keep an oath of ſlavery. This alteration was 
made to prevent the future ſovereigns of this 
country from being miſled, as the four preceed- 
ing ſovereigns had been, to truſt to a ſenſeleſs 
ſuperſtition about Royalty, which though many 
perſons for their intereſts have profeſſed, no man 
of common ſenſe ever entertained. | 
Their next care was to provide for the due 
adminiſtration of the Executive Power, and the 
refponſibility of its confidential adviſers. They 
therefore enacted that, 12th William III. ch. 2, 
« All matters and things relating to the well 
“governing of this kingdom, which are cogni- 
* zable in the Privy Council by the laws and 


« cuſtoms of this realm, all be tranjatled there; 


« and all reſolutions taken thereupon 975 2 
& ſigned by ſuch of the Privy Council as all ad- 


« viſe. 
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& viſe and conſent to the ſame.” Thereby guard. - 
ing, as far as laws could guard, againſt that ac- 
curſed engine of deſpotiſm, a Cabinet Council, or 
that more accurſed inſtrument, an Interior Ca- 
binet. 

Their attention was next directed to the dou- 
ble repreſentation of the people; the only poſſi- 
ble ſecurity for all their other proviſions—their 
Repreſentatives in Courts of Juſtice—the Houſe 
of Commons and Juries, They paſſed over un- 
touched, and left as they found them, the Nobi= 
Iity and the Cnurch; they were conſidering the 
folid and ſubſtantial parts of the conſtitutional 
edifice, and did not much concern themſelves 
about the gilding and the varniſh. They there- 
fore proceeded to eſtabliſh the principle of a fair 
and free, and frequent election of the Repreſenta- 
tives of the Commons in Parliament, as might 
be ſeen by a reference to the Acts paſſed in the 
firſt and ſecond, and third years of William and 
Mary. | 

And having thus, as they imagined, provided 


for the real election of the repreſentative body 


in parliament, they ſecured the independence 
and integrity of that body after its elettion, by 
enacting, that— No perſon who has an of- 
« fice, or place of profit under the King, or re- 
* ceives a penſion from the Crown, ſhall be ca- 
* pable of ſerving as a Member of the Houſe of 
« Commons.” 12 W. III. ch. 2. 

Having thus ſecured the purity and indepen- 
dence of the people's repreſentatives in parlia- 


ment, they proceeded to the other important 


branch oftheir repreſentation by Jury ; and they 


: decreed, that Juries ſhould be fairly taken, with- 
Hut partiality; and ſhould act freely, without in- 


fluence. aſt W. and Mary, cb. ad. They alſo 
3 decreed, 
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decreed, that exceſſive bail ſhould not berequired; 
that exceſſive fines ſhould not be impoſed; and 
that illegal and cruel puniſhments ſhould not be 
inflicted : and to ſecure theſe objects they or- 
dained, that thenceforward the Judges' commis- 
fions ſhould be made, © quam diu ſe bene geſſe- 
rint, and that their ſalaries ſhould be aſcertain- 
ed and eſtabliſhed ;” in order to make the Judges 
independent of the Crown. 12th W. III. ch. 2. 
Now, all theſe proviſions, (the objects and 
conſequences of the glorious Revolution) would 
have no value they would be nugatory and worth- 
leſs; they would be a mockery; unleſs they went 
effettually to obtain and ſecure to the people of 
this land, theſe three important points: Firſt An 
honeſt and reſponſible exerciſe of the Executive 
Authority Secondly, Real, independent, and 
faithful Repreſentatives of the Commons in Par- 
liament.—Thirdly, A fair and impartial admi- 
niſtration of juſtice in the Courts of Law. We 
who had no predilection for any family whatever 
(except as connected with theſe objects); in the 
words of our Anceſtors at the timeof the Revo. 
tion, did now again—*© Claim, demand, and in- 
% fiſt upon all thoſe as our undoubted Rights: 
* the true, antient and indubitable rights and li- 
« berties of this kingdom.” 1ſt W. & M. ch. 3. 
If then, by various means it had happened, 
(as he aſſerted and undertook to prove in a com- 
mittee of this Houſe) that this proviſional reſpon- 


ſibility of the Privy Council no longer remains; © 


that the elettion of the Houſe of Commons, is 


neither faty nor free, nor frequent ; that this pro- 


viſtonal independence of its members is gone, 
and that the Houſe at preſent ſwarms with © Per- 
ſons having offices and places of profit under the 


king, and receiving penſions from the crown ;” 
That Juries are not fairly and impartially taken; 


that 
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that they do not act freely and without influence; 
that exceſſive bail may be and has been required 
that exceſſive fines may be and have been im- 
poſed; that illegal and cruel puniſhments may 
be and have been inflicted; that the Judges are 
not independentofthe Crown ; that Penſions may 
and have beengranted to ſome of them ; and that 
lucrative offices may be and have been conferred 
upon others: by which means it cannot be ſaid 
that their ſalaries are aſcertained and eſtabliſhed. 

If theſe facts were ſo, he held it to be the duty 
of all thoſe who, without hypocriſy, praiſed the 
Revolution, to endeavour to return us again to 
our conſtitutional ſituation at that period, and to 
recover thoſe loſt or neglected proviſions, that ſo 
we might effeQtually ſecure to ourſelves and to 
our poſterity, what our anceſtors endeavoured at 


the Revolution to ſecure to themſelves and to us. 


He concluded with moving, © That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to inquire, whether any, and 
which of the proviſions made by Parliament in 


the reign of William and Mary, and in the reign 


of William the Third, for ſecuring the reſponſi- 
ble exerciſe of the Executive authority, for ſecu- 
ring a real, independent and faithful repreſenta- 


tion of the Commons in Parliament; and for ſe- 


curing a fair and impartial adminiſtration of jus- 
tice in the Courts of Law; whether any, and 
which of theſe have by any means been invali- 
dated or taken away: And to conſider, whether 
any, and which of thoſe loſt or inviladated pro- 
viſions may be fit to be re- enacted and reſtored, 
in order that the people of this land may reco- 
ver that ſituation and ſecurity in which they were 


placed by the glorious Revolution in 1688.” 


For the Motion 11. Againſt it 74. 
74 5 K. 8 


